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1 June 2015
The Hon. Andrew Cuomo, Governor
State of New York
Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224
Dear Governor Cuomo:
We are writing to express our support for a fully-funded, statewide transit capital program, that
would cover both the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s (MTA) five-year (2015-2019)
capital program at $32 billion, as well as a $1 billion program for suburban and upstate transit
systems.
While this proposed statewide capital program represents a significant number, it still falls far
short of what is generally acknowledged by the comptroller and other transportation experts as
what is needed to keep New York’s most valuable economic asset—its unparalleled $1 trillion
transit system—in a state of good repair and to continue modest expansion. It also must be
considered in the context of its broader value to the economic health of its service regions with
more than 14 million people, seven million workers and one that generates $1.4 trillion in GDP.
Moreover, maintaining transit systems across the state contributes significantly to the upstate
economy, given the number of suppliers and value-added services that exist in upstate New York
to support the transit capital plans.
The MTA’s daily ridership of 8.6 million has reached a 65-year all time high and is putting
significant strain on the system. The Lexington Avenue subway alone carries 1.3 million people
a day, exceeding the ridership of San Francisco, Chicago and Boston combined. The pressure on
the MTA’s physical assets to serve this increasing ridership is starting to show, with equipmentand facility-related train delays on the rise. Between October 2013 and October 2014, nearly
25% of all subway trains were late. Metro-North and Long Island Rail Road have similarly
struggled in managing their aging assets.
A fully-funded, five-year statewide capital plan will have far reaching impacts for the entire
New York metropolitan and upstate regions, regardless of which borough or county one
calls home. It will fund the purchase of modern buses, subway cars and commuter rail cars;
the installation of computerized signals to increase capacity and reduce crowding; safety
measures such as new subway track to prevent derailments and Positive Train Control to
keep commuter rail passengers safe; and rider information like countdown clocks and “Bus
Time” technology that will help bring New York’s largely outdated system into the 21st
Century and closer to on par with the world’s other leading cities.

ALBANY, NEW YORK

Page 2 of 2
Our transit agencies have experienced a decrease in federal, state, and local monies for far
too long. If new sources of funding are not identified soon, agencies will be forced to raise
fares and tolls or reduce service to pay for much-needed infrastructure needs—taking
more money from the pockets of millions of daily riders, many of whom have no other
transportation options. Viable funding options exist to support these initiatives, and the
time is now to take action.
We look forward to working with you and our colleagues in both legislative houses to
tackle this important issue and make a commitment to fully-fund a Statewide Transit
Capital Plan during this 2015 legislative session.
Sincerely,

James F. Brennan
Member of Assembly
Chair, Assembly Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Commissions
Joined by the following Members of Assembly:

and the following Senators:

Thomas Abinanti
Carmen Arroyo
Joseph Borelli
Anthony Brindisi
David Buchwald
Kevin Cahill
Vivian Cook
Marcos Crespo
Michael DenDekker
Patricia Fahy
Deborah Glick
Richard Gottfried
Margaret Markey
Shelley Mayer
David McDonough
Michael Montesano
Catherine Nolan
Felix Ortiz
Nick Perry
Robert Rodriguez
Linda Rosenthal
Nily Rozic
Jo Anne Simon
Aravella Simotas

Martin Milave Dilan
Brad Hoylman
Timothy Kennedy
Liz Krueger
George Latimer
Velmanette Montgomery
Marc Panepinto
Bill Perkins
Daniel Squadron
Toby Ann Stavisky

cc:

The Hon. Carl Heastie
The Hon. John Flanagan
The Hon. Jeffrey Klein

