STATE OF NEW YORK
________________________________________________________________________
7996
2015-2016 Regular Sessions

IN ASSEMBLY
June 3, 2015
___________
Introduced by M. of A. ROZIC -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Transportation
AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing, in a city with a population of one million or more, a permanent
bus rapid transit program; to amend part II of chapter 59 of the laws
of 2010, relating to establishing a bus rapid transit demonstration
program to restrict the use of bus lanes by means of bus lane photo
devices, in relation to the effectiveness date thereof; and to repeal
subdivision (1) of section 1111-c of the vehicle and traffic law
relating thereto
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Section 1. Paragraph 1 of subdivision (a) of section 1111-c of the
vehicle and traffic law, as added by section 9 of part II of chapter 59
of the laws of 2010, is amended to read as follows:
1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the city of New York is
hereby authorized and empowered to establish a bus rapid transit [demonstration] program imposing monetary liability on the owner of a vehicle
for failure of an operator thereof to comply with bus lane restrictions
in such city in accordance with the provisions of this section. The New
York city department of transportation or applicable mass transit agency, for purposes of the implementation of such program, shall operate
bus lane photo devices only within designated bus lanes in such bus
rapid transit [demonstration] program [and on select bus service lanes
in such city]. Such bus lane photo devices may be stationary or mobile
and shall be activated at locations determined by such department of
transportation and/or on buses selected by such department of transportation in consultation with the applicable mass transit agency.
§ 2. Paragraph 4 of subdivision (a) of section 1111-c of the vehicle
and traffic law, as added by section 9 of part II of chapter 59 of the
laws of 2010, is amended to read as follows:
EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ ] is old law to be omitted.
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4. Within the city of New York, such bus lane photo devices shall only
be operated on designated bus lanes [that are select bus service lanes]
within the bus rapid transit [demonstration] program and only [during
weekdays] from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
§ 3. Subdivision (b) of section 1111-c of the vehicle and traffic law,
as added by section 9 of part II of chapter 59 of the laws of 2010, is
amended to read as follows:
(b) If the city of New York has established a bus rapid transit
[demonstration] program pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section, the
owner of a vehicle shall be liable for a penalty imposed pursuant to
this section if such vehicle was used or operated with the permission of
the owner, express or implied, in violation of any bus lane restrictions
that apply to routes within such [demonstration] program, and such
violation is evidenced by information obtained from a bus lane photo
device; provided however that no owner of a vehicle shall be liable for
a penalty imposed pursuant to this section where the operator of such
vehicle has been convicted of the underlying violation of any bus lane
restrictions.
§ 4. Paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of subdivision (c) of section 1111-c
of the vehicle and traffic law, paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 as added by
section 9 of part II of chapter 59 of the laws of 2010, and paragraph 7
as amended by section 2 of part SS of chapter 57 of the laws of 2010,
are amended to read as follows:
3. "bus lane restrictions" shall mean restrictions on the use of
designated traffic lanes by vehicles other than buses imposed on routes
within a bus rapid transit [demonstration] program by local law and
signs erected by the department of transportation of a city that establishes such a [demonstration] program pursuant to this section.
4. "Bus Rapid Transit Phase I plan" shall mean the following five bus
rapid transit routes as designated by the New York city department of
transportation: Fordham Road, First/Second Avenue, Nostrand Avenue,
Thirty-Fourth Street, Hylan Boulevard, and an undesignated route in the
borough of Queens not to exceed ten miles. [For purposes of the Fordham
Road and First/Second Avenue routes, the authorization of this pilot
program is limited to the designated bus lanes as mapped and posted on
the official metropolitan transportation authority website as of June
seventeenth, two thousand ten. Such designated bus lanes shall not be
extended, shifted to another roadway or altered in any other way.
Provided, however, that nothing shall prohibit the alteration or addition of any bus stops within such mapped routes.]
[5. "select bus service lane" shall mean a designated bus lane that
includes upgraded signage, enhanced road markings, and minimum bus stop
spacing, and may include off-board fare payment, traffic signal priority
for buses, and any other enhancement that increases bus speed or reliability within the "Bus Rapid Transit Phase I" plan.]
[6] 5. "bus rapid transit [demonstration] program" shall mean [a pilot
program that operates exclusively on select bus service lanes within the
"Bus Rapid Transit Phase I" plan pursuant to this section. Provided,
however, to utilize a bus lane photo device pursuant to this program,
the roadway, except for the 34th Street and Nostrand Avenue bus rapid
transit routes, must have at least two lanes of traffic in the same
direction in addition to the select bus service lane] up to twenty
routes designated by the New York city department of transportation, in
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addition to the Bus Rapid Transit Phase I plan routes, that operate on
designated bus lanes and that may include upgraded signage, enhanced
road markings, and minimum bus stop spacing, off-board fare payment,
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traffic signal priority for buses, and any other enhancement that
increases bus speed or reliability.
[7] 6.
"designated bus lane" shall mean a lane dedicated for the
exclusive use of buses with the exceptions allowed under 4-12(m) and
4-08(a)(3) of title 34 of the rules of the city of New York.
§ 5. Subdivision (e) of section 1111-c of the vehicle and traffic law,
as added by section 9 of part II of chapter 59 of the laws of 2010, is
amended to read as follows:
(e) An owner liable for a violation of a bus lane restriction imposed
on any route within a bus rapid transit [demonstration] program shall be
liable for monetary penalties in accordance with a schedule of fines and
penalties promulgated by the parking violations bureau of the city of
New York; provided, however, that the monetary penalty for violating a
bus lane restriction shall not exceed one hundred fifteen dollars;
provided, further, that an owner shall be liable for an additional
penalty not to exceed twenty-five dollars for each violation for the
failure to respond to a notice of liability within the prescribed time
period.
§ 6. Subdivision (1) of section 1111-c of the vehicle and traffic law
is REPEALED.
§ 7. The opening paragraph of section 14 of part II of chapter 59 of
the laws of 2010, relating to establishing a bus rapid transit demonstration program to restrict the use of bus lanes by means of bus lane
photo devices, is amended to read as follows:
This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have
become a law [and shall expire 5 years after such effective date when
upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deemed repealed]; and
provided that any rules and regulations related to this act shall be
promulgated on or before such effective date, provided that:
§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately.

