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April 12, 2013 

 

Margaret Forgione 

Manhattan Borough Commissioner 

Department of Transportation 

59 Maiden Lane, 37th Floor 

New York, NY 10038 
 

Re: Resolution on Proposal by the Bryant Park Corporation / 34th Street Partnership / Chelsea 
Improvement Company is proposing the Boulevard 41 project 

     

Dear Borough Commissioner Forgione: 

At the monthly meeting of Community Board Five on Thursday, April 11, 2013, the Board passed the 
following resolution with a vote of 41 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstaining, 1 present but not entitled to vote: 

WHEREAS, Bryant Park Corporation  / 34th Street Partnership  / Chelsea Improvement Company is 

proposing the Boulevard 41 project, which aims to create a tree-lined space with public seating along 41st 

Street stretching from Broadway to 6th Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, Boulevard 41 is proposed as a temporary, pilot project and all its elements will be removed in 

late October 2013 and any future re-installation will be subject to Community Board review; and  

WHEREAS, The public seating will encourage eating lunch, resting and the enjoyment of street life; and 

WHEREAS, The major components of the project will be composed of temporary Street-Seats designed with 

an elevated wooden deck protected by railing on all four sides, accessible by a narrow stair from the 

sidewalk; tables, chairs, and small planters will create a relaxing ambiance for those looking for a break from 

the busy street life; and 

WHEREAS, These Street-Seats will occupy the two existing parking lanes, one on each side of the street, 

with the exception of parking spaces in front of freight entrances, loading docks, and some additional loading 

areas and will take up a total of eight feet on each side, leaving 17 feet in the center for traffic to flow at all 

times; and 

WHEREAS, The Street-Seats are converted 10 yard and 20 yard roll-on containers with a designed metal 

cladding and will be manufactured off-site and installed in a temporary way and can be moved if necessary; 

and 

WHEREAS, Some concern was raised that the access stairs are narrow, and it was suggested that the 

designers examine if it is possible to create stairs across the entire edge of the curbside portion of the platform 

to improve accessibility and make the platform more inviting; and 

WHEREAS, Additional consultation with affected property owners including Monday Real Estate should be 

organized to ensure that their concerns regarding platform height and placement are adequately considered; 

and 
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WHEREAS, The design should examine in more detail the impact of the Street-Seats and the newly created 

tree canopy on the existing street light and if a more attractive lighting design could be included in the 

proposal; and 

WHEREAS, The applicant should look into the possibility of integrating art work into the sidewalk 

platforms; and 

WHEREAS, These recommendations notwithstanding, the proposal shows great imagination and has the 

possibility of enlivening and making considerably more attractive a relatively little trafficked block that dead 

ends at Bryant Park; therefore be it     

RESOLVED, Community Board Five recommends approval of the Boulevard 41 project proposed by 

Bryant Park Corporation / 34th Street Partnership / Chelsea Improvement Company with the appropriate 

examination of the aforementioned recommendations.     

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

       

Vikki Barbero     Raju Mann    

Chair      Chair, Transportation/Environment Committee 


