
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In January, 21 new members were sworn into the 51-seat City Council – New York City’s most powerful governing body. 
Some defeated long-standing incumbents. Many were elected on the strength of their transportation platforms, with 
promises of more safe, convenient and affordable transportation ushering them into office. In a Transportation 
Alternatives survey before the election, candidates pledged to improve bus service, expand the bike network and make 
New York City’s streets and sidewalks safer for everyone. Now, halfway through the first year of their terms, 
Transportation Alternatives looks back at what City Council members pledged, and how they have lived up to their 
promises on crucial transportation issues.  
 
In the first six months of 2014, the new class of the City Council, under the leadership of Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, tackled an impressive array of transportation issues, with a focus on Vision Zero – Mayor de Blasio’s plan to 
eliminate traffic fatalities and serious injuries on New York City streets. Notably, the Council made an important 
connection between public safety and traffic safety. Recognizing that Vision Zero cannot be achieved in silos, the 
Committee on Public Safety, led by Council Member Vanessa Gibson, and the Committee on Transportation, led by 
Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, held a joint hearing on Vision Zero. In the first six months of 2014, the Committee on 
Transportation held 10 hearings covering dozens of transportation-focused bills. From these hearings, 15 bills and 
resolutions addressing transportation concerns have been passed and signed into law. Council Member Jimmy Van 
Bramer and Council Member Stephen Levin each co-sponsored 14 of the bills, more than any other members of the 
Council. 
 
In their local districts, many council members led the charge for calming dangerous traffic on the wide, arterial streets that 
account for only 15 percent of New York City’s roads but are the location of more than half of pedestrian and cyclist 
fatalities. Council Member Karen Koslowitz convened her colleagues to ask the Department of Transportation to study the 
redesign of Queens Boulevard. Council Member Laurie Cumbo made a similar request for Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn, 
while Council Member Corey Johnson tackled 5th and 6th avenues in Manhattan. These are just a few of the New York City 
Council members who are working toward Vision Zero, not only in City Hall, but in their local districts across the city. 
 

In spring 2013, Transportation Alternatives released a transportation policy platform to serve as a blueprint for candidates 
to make New York City streets safer. Six Month Report Card: New Class at the City Council tracks Council members’ work 
in the categories outlined in that policy platform: 
 
Safe Neighborhood Streets 
To ensure that neighborhood streets offer safe space everyone, the City must meet local demand for Play Streets, 20 mph 
Slow Zones, Safe Routes to School and Safe Routes for Seniors. 
 
Transportation Choice 
To guarantee New Yorkers have safe and convenient access to local businesses, the City needs to provide protected bike 
lanes, Select Bus Service, bike share and pedestrian refuges on major streets. 
 
Prioritize Safety in Traffic Enforcement 
To make our streets as safe as they can be, the New York Police Department needs to set a multi-year goal of Vision Zero – 
eliminating traffic deaths and serious injuries – by cracking down on the deadliest traffic violations like speeding and 
failure to yield. 
 

 

http://transalt.org/getinvolved/yourelectedofficials
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An analysis of bill sponsorship found that the average City Council member only sponsored or co-sponsored 13 percent of 
transportation bills passed in the first six months of 2014, while a select group of Council members sponsored significantly 
more. The following Council members sponsored at least 33 percent of transportation bills enacted through June 2014: 
 
 

 Van Bramer (Dist. 26, Queens)  14 

 Levin (Dist. 33, Brooklyn) 14 

 Arroyo (Dist. 17, Bronx)  12 

 Rosenthal (Dist. 6, Manhattan) 10 

 Dromm (Dist. 25, Queens) 9 

 Koo (Dist. 20, Queens)  9 

 Barron (Dist. 42, Brooklyn)  9 

 Reynoso (Dist. 34, Brooklyn) 9 

 Levine (Dist. 7, Manhattan) 9 

 Vallone (Dist. 19, Queens)  8 

 Chin (Dist. 1, Manhattan)  7 

 Rodriguez (Dist. 10, Manhattan)  6 

 Mendez (Dist. 2, Manhattan)  6 

 Greenfield (Dist. 44, Brooklyn)  5  

 Gibson (Dist. 16, Bronx)   5 

 Torres (Dist. 15, Bronx)    5 

 Vacca (Dist. 13, Bronx)    5

An analysis of City Council members’ local, non-legislative efforts found a strong demand across districts for street 
improvements, expanded transportation choices and increased enforcement, with at least 59 percent of Council members 
working to redesign local streets and 47 percent reporting that they hosted local Vision Zero efforts. The following efforts 
were most popular in local districts: 
 
Safe Neighborhood Streets: 

 12 Council members are working to get Slow Zones in their districts 

 30 Council members are working to bring traffic calming and street redesign to their districts 
 

Transportation Choice:  

 10 Council members are working to expand the city’s bike network 

 26 Council members support better bus service, including Bus Rapid Transit 
 

Traffic Enforcement and Vision Zero: 

 6 Council members worked with New York Police Department precincts on Vision Zero 

 24 Council members co-hosted Vision Zero town halls, forums or meetings 
 

 



The work accomplished by members of the New York City Council during the first six months of 2014 is laudable, but 
much work is left to be done. Street design, transportation choices and better enforcement are critical to reaching Mayor 
de Blasio’s goal of Vision Zero. Council members must ensure that city agencies carry out the new laws, receive adequate 
funding and continue to make progress toward a New York where no one is killed or seriously injured in traffic. 
 
In particular, Transportation Alternatives urges the City Council to:  
 
Safe Neighborhood Streets 

 Continue Requesting Street Improvements 
Communities across the city are eager for safety improvements on neighborhood streets, like speed humps, stop 
signs, crosswalks, bike lanes and wholesale street redesigns. Council members should continue to help 
community members submit requests for street safety improvements to Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Polly Trottenberg. 

 
Transportation Choice 

 Fix Arterial Streets 
Arterial streets like Atlantic Avenue and Queens Boulevard are home to New York City’s small businesses, 
entertainment centers and transportation hubs. They are essential for people traveling to school, work and 
recreation. Yet these streets are New York’s most dangerous; they make up only 15 percent of city roads, but 
account for more than half of pedestrian and cyclist fatalities. Fixing these streets by slowing speeds, adding 
pedestrian and bike infrastructure, and expanding transportation options will boost New York City’s economy 
and improve public safety. Council members should push for these improvements to arterial streets in their 
districts. 
 

 Support Bus Rapid Transit 
The City Council should actively support Mayor de Blasio’s goal to bring 20 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes to 
New York City. BRT is a transit solution that combines the permanence, speed and reliability of trains with the 
flexibility of buses, at a fraction of the cost of a new subway line. Council members can support BRT by educating 
their communities and building support for BRT in their districts with roadway and parking changes, as well as 
ensuring BRT is properly funded. 

 
Traffic Enforcement and Vision Zero 

 Oversee Implementation of the New 25 mph Speed Limit 
City Council members demanded the New York State Legislature allow the City to lower the 30 mph speed limit to 
a safer 25 mph, a change expected to be implemented in the fall 2014. Council members should continue to educate 
New Yorkers about why this lower speed limit will save lives, and aid the Department of Transportation in 
initiating this lifesaving change. 
 

 Hold the New York Police Department Accountable for Traffic Enforcement 
Many transportation-focused bills enacted in 2014 hinge on strategic enforcement by the New York Police 
Department and a demonstration from police officers that reckless driving will not be tolerated. Council members 
should hold oversight hearings to understand how officers are educated on summonsing and to ensure that data is 
guiding all enforcement decisions. 
 

 Hold the Taxi and Limousine Commission Accountable 
Several transportation-related bills enacted in 2014 require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to ensure their 
drivers perform safely. Council members should hold oversight hearings to review crash data on taxi drivers and to 
track the progress of their effort to suspend the licenses of dangerous taxi drivers. 

  



 

Transportation Alternatives looked at the sponsorship of all transportation bills that passed out of the City Council and  
were enacted by the Mayor (15 total) between January and June of 2014. This is only reflective of sponsorship and co-
sponsorship, not voting record, and most of these transportation bills passed out of the City Council with nearly 
unanimous votes. While sponsorship does not present a full picture of Council members’ support for an issue, it is one way 
to fairly compare Council members’ legislative work. 
 
To get a more comprehensive understanding of council members’ efforts, T.A. also asked each council member to 
highlight non-legislative, local district transportation efforts, including requests to the Department of Transportation, 
interactions with local police precincts, support for transit improvements and community engagement on Vision Zero. 
This information was obtained by interviews with council members and their staff, so some were more exhaustive than 
others.  
 
Given these limitations, T.A.’s Six Month Report Card: New Class at the City Council offers a snapshot of council members’ 
legislative and local district work, but may not represent the breadth of council members’ effort on transportation-related 
issues.
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Partial text of each of the transportation bills passed by the New York City Council and enacted by the Mayor in January – 
June 2014.  
 

Safe Neighborhood Streets 

 Intro 43: The department [of Transportation] shall study means of enhancing the safety of pedestrians and 
bicyclists where motor vehicles make left turns. Such study and plan shall consider and make recommendations as 
to how streets and sidewalks may be designed to minimize the risk of traffic crashes and to minimize the risk of 
critical injury or death resulting from the making of such turns. Such study and plan shall include, but not be 
limited to, at or near left turn locations, consideration of removing motor vehicle parking, the installation of 
leading pedestrian intervals, the designation of lanes exclusively for left turns, and the installation of exclusive 
pedestrian phases.   
 

 Intro 46: The department [of Transportation] shall maintain a log of notices regarding priority regulatory signs 
and traffic control signals that are missing or damaged to the extent that any such sign or signal is not operational, 
visible or legible to a motorist who must obey or rely upon such sign or signal.  Within twenty-four hours of 
receiving notice that a traffic control signal is missing or damaged to the extent that such signal is not operational 
or visible to a motorist who must obey or rely upon such signal the department shall: (i) repair or replace such 
signal, (ii) implement alternative measures to control traffic if such repair or replacement will take greater than 
twenty-four hours, or (iii) make a determination that repair or replacement is not warranted. 
 

 Intro 140: The commissioner shall establish neighborhood slow zones in which speed limits of twenty miles per 
hour apply on or along designated highways for the purpose of implementing traffic calming measures. The 
commissioner shall establish not less than seven neighborhood slow zones, which shall contain not less than five 
blocks per zone, annually in the years 2014 and 2015. The commissioner shall establish speed limits of not less than 
fifteen nor more than twenty miles per hour at fifty school locations annually, for a distance not to exceed one 
thousand three hundred twenty feet, on highways passing any school building, entrance or exit of a school abutting 
on the highway. 

 
Transportation Choice 

 Reso 15: Whereas, In June 2013, multiple City agencies, led by the New York City Department of City Planning and 
the New York City Department of Transportation, completed its Sheridan-Hunts Point Land Use and 
Transportation Study (the Study) and made a series of final recommendations regarding what should be done with 
the 1.25 mile long Sheridan Expressway (the Sheridan) corridor in the Bronx, which connects the Bruckner 
Expressway and the Cross Bronx Expressway, as well as adjacent areas…. Resolved, That the Council of the City of 
New York calls upon the Governor and the New York State Department of Transportation to implement the 
recommendations of the Sheridan-Hunts Point Land Use and Transportation Study. 

 
Traffic Enforcement and Vision Zero 

 Intro 167: Except as provided in the vehicle and traffic law, no person shall engage in [or participate in] any race, 
exhibition or contest of speed involving a vehicle, or aid or abet in such race, exhibition or contest of speed, on any 
highway, street, alley, sidewalk, or any public or private parking lot or area. Except as provided in the vehicle and 
traffic law, no person shall participate [as a spectator] in any event or gathering held for the purpose of a race, 
exhibition or contest of speed [not authorized pursuant to the vehicle and traffic law] or stunt behavior involving a 
vehicle. Except as provided in the vehicle and traffic law, no person shall operate, drive or park a motorcycle, 
whether or not in motion, unless the number plate is easily readable and is not obstructed by any part of the 
motorcycle, its equipment, or anything carried thereon, including the operator or a passenger. A violation of 
subdivision [a] b or c shall constitute a misdemeanor and be punishable by imprisonment of not more than six 
months or a fine of not more than six hundred dollars, or both such fine and imprisonment, except that the 
imprisonment for a violation of subdivision c shall be not more than sixty days. A second or subsequent violation 
of subdivision [a] b or c of this section committed within ten years of a violation of subdivision [a] b or c of this 
section shall be punishable upon conviction by imprisonment of not more than one year or a fine of not more than 
one thousand dollars, or both such fine and imprisonment, except that the imprisonment for a violation of 
subdivision c shall be not more than one hundred twenty days. A violation of subdivision [b] d or e shall constitute 



a violation punishable by imprisonment of up to fifteen days or a fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars, or 
both such fine and imprisonment. 
 

 Intro 171: Where a driver licensed by the [Taxi and Limousine] commission has been issued a summons for or 
charged with one or more traffic related violations or crimes in a crash in which any person has suffered critical 
injury or death, the license issued to such driver by the commission may be summarily suspended consistent with 
the rules of the commission regarding summary suspensions, and, upon conviction of such driver of one or more 
of the violations or crimes stated in the summons or such charges and upon a determination that one or more of 
such violations or crimes for which conviction occurred was a cause of such critical injury or death, such license 
shall be revoked. 

 

 Intro 174: Following any crash involving a driver licensed by the [Taxi and Limousine] commission while 
operating a vehicle licensed by the commission where critical injury or death resulted to one or more persons, the 
commission shall, upon notification of such crash, review the results of the police department's investigation at or 
before the conclusion of such department's investigation.  The commission shall further review the fitness of such 
driver to operate a vehicle licensed by the commission and take any enforcement action that it determines 
appropriate, unless such driver's commission issued license has been suspended, in which case such review may 
occur prior to the lifting of such suspension.  The commission may summarily suspend the commission issued 
license of such driver while any fitness review or enforcement action is pending, consistent with the rules of the 
commission regarding summary suspensions. On or before February 1, 2015 and quarterly thereafter, the 
commission shall provide to the speaker of the council and shall place on the commission's website, a written 
report detailing how many crashes the commission reviewed pursuant to subdivision a of this section in the prior 
quarter, how many summary suspensions occurred, and enforcement actions taken by the commission following 
such review. 
 

 Intro 238: Any driver of a motor vehicle who fails to yield to a pedestrian or person riding a bicycle when such 
pedestrian or person has the right of way shall be guilty of a traffic infraction, which shall be punishable by a fine of 
not more than fifty dollars or imprisonment for not more than fifteen days or both such fine and imprisonment.  In 
addition to or as an alternative to such penalty, such driver shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than one 
hundred dollars, which may be recovered in a proceeding before the environmental control board. Except as 
provided in subdivision c of this section, any driver of a motor vehicle who violates subdivision a of this section 
and whose motor vehicle causes contact with a pedestrian or person riding a bicycle and thereby causes physical 
injury, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, which shall be punishable by a fine of not more than two hundred fifty 
dollars, or imprisonment for not more than thirty days or both such fine and imprisonment.  In addition to or as an 
alternative to such penalty, such driver shall also be subject to a civil penalty of not more than two hundred fifty 
dollars, which may be recovered in a proceeding before the environmental control board. 
 

 Intro 272: Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations of the [Taxi and 
Limousine] commission's rules such that six or more points but fewer than ten points have been assessed against 
his or her taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver's license within any fifteen-month period and whose license has not 
been revoked shall have his or her taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver's license suspended for up to thirty days. Any 
taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations of the commission's rules such that ten or 
more points have been assessed against his or her taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver's license within any fifteen-
month period shall have his or her taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver's license revoked. 
 

 Intro 277: On or before February 1, 2015 and quarterly thereafter, the commission shall for the prior quarter 
provide a report to the council and shall post on its website, the number of crashes involving a vehicle licensed by 
the commission.  Such report shall disaggregate such crashes by the type of [Taxi and Limousine] commission-
licensed vehicle and by whether critical injury or death resulted from such crashes.  The commission shall also 
maintain within its records the number of crashes each licensed driver has been involved in while operating a [Taxi 
and Limousine] commission-licensed vehicle.  For purposes of this section, "critical injury" shall mean any injury 
determined to be critical by the emergency medical service personnel responding to any such incident. 

 
 
 



 Reso 51: Whereas, Hit-and-run drivers not only endanger the lives of others, but also evade personal 
responsibility… Whereas, In addition to the burden of proof problems, the current penalties associated with 
leaving the scene of an accident do not accurately reflect the severity of the crime; Whereas, A.1533, sponsored by 
Assembly Member Steven Cymbrowitz and currently pending in the New York State Assembly, and companion 
bill S.2503, sponsored by State Senator Martin J. Golden and currently pending in the New York State Senate, seek 
to amend the VTL by increasing various penalties associated with the offense of leaving the scene of an accident 
without reporting it; and Whereas, A.1533/S.2503 would allow prosecutors to charge a driver who leaves the scene 
of an accident where personal injury results from the accident with a class E felony and subject them to a fine of 
between $1,000 and $1,500; any subsequent offense would constitute a class D felony and carry a fine of between 
$1,500 and $3,000; and Whereas, Furthermore, under this legislation, a driver convicted of leaving the scene when 
serious physical injury resulted from the accident would be charged with a class D felony and subject to a fine of 
between $1,500 and $5,500; if the accident resulted in a death, the driver would be charged with a class C felony 
and subject to a fine of between $2,500 and $5,500; and Whereas, Drivers who are irresponsible and callous should 
be penalized appropriately, and drivers who seriously injure and kill others, then flee the scene, should be strictly 
liable for such actions; now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New 
York State Legislature to remedy several deficiencies in the law regarding leaving the scene of an accident. 

 

 Reso 68: In light of the inexcusable and serious nature of driving on the sidewalk and the dangerous conditions it 
creates, the fine for violation of §1225-a of the Vehicle and Traffic Law should be increased to up to $250 for a first 
offense and the infraction should also result in three points being added to the driver's license; now, therefore, be 
it Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the 
Governor to sign, legislation increasing the penalty for driving on the sidewalk. 
 

 Reso 111: Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, 
and the Governor to sign, legislation that would allow New York City to lower its speed limit to 25 miles per hour. 

 

 Reso 117: Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, 
and the Governor to sign, legislation that would give New York City control over its own speed camera program. 
 

 Reso 118: Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, 

and the Governor to sign, legislation that would give New York City control over its own red light camera program. 


