
December 8th, 2010 

Dear Mayor Bloomberg,  
 

We, the undersigned medical professionals, write to acknowledge and encourage your efforts to calm 
traffic and make New York City streets safer for bicyclists and pedestrians. As a result of your efforts, 
from re‐envisioning Times Square to building the first protected bicycle lanes in the U.S., more New 

Yorkers are biking and walking than ever before. Mayor Bloomberg, we urge you to continue to set 
ambitious goals for how our streets and public spaces can help make all of New York City more healthy 
and safe.  

 
Considering that streets and sidewalks make up 80% of New York City’s public space, the pedestrian 
plazas, car‐free spaces, neighborhood bike networks and world‐class bicycle lanes you have created are 

vital to the public health of our city. In piloting Safe Routes to School and Safe Streets for Seniors 
programs, reducing car hours in our largest parks and producing events like neighborhood play streets 
and Summer Streets, you are pioneering the redistribution of our public space for health’s sake.  

 
These changes help pave the way for a city that breathes cleaner air and is in better physical condition. 
Commuting to work by bicycle or increasing the distance of daily walks has been shown to promote 

weight loss better than any exercise program or medication we could prescribe. Vital to fighting the 
epidemics of asthma and obesity is the opportunity for children to have safe places to play and clean air 
to breathe. The traffic calming infrastructure you have built is as valuable as a playground toward 

encouraging active youth and instilling healthy habits that will last a lifetime.  
 

Thanks to your leadership, bicycling is the fastest growing mode of transportation in New York City and 
pedestrian safety is at an all‐time high. Mayor Bloomberg, we enthusiastically support your efforts to 
improve bicycling and walking in New York City. As you shape your legacy, please continue to make safe, 

complete streets part of the prescription for a healthy New York City.  
 
We, the Undersigned, 

Linda Prine, Family Physician, Institute for Family Health 
Kevin Chatham‐Stephens, Pediatrician/Pediatric Environmental Health Fellow, Mt Sinai 
Dianne Pulte, Medical Oncologist, UMDNJ 
Joseph Asbury, Internist, Mobile Doctors 
Andeas  Cohrssen, Family Physician, Beth Israel Medical Center 
Mark McDowell, Family Doctor, Beth Israel 
Susan Rubin, Family Physician, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Marc Levin, Family Physician, Institute for Family Health 
Nina Sabghir, Midwife, Brookdale Hospital 
Brigitte Hazelhoff, Registered Nurse, Trinity Medical Center 
Laura Boylan, Neurologist, Department of Veterans Affairs 
Peter Santogade, Gastroenterologist, NY Presbyterian Hospital/Allen Hospital   



Peter Green, Gastroenterologist, Columbia Presbyterian 
Miranda Balkin, Family Doctor 
Elizabeth Wolff, Family Physician, NYU Student Health Center 
Laura Schiller, OB/GYN, Private Practice 
Laurie Kirstein, Breast Cancer Surgeon, Beth Israel Medical Center 
Ellen Tattelman, MD , Montefiore Medical Center 
Robert Goodman, General Internist, Montefiore Medical Center 
Robert Roose, MD, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Leslie Hsiung, Family Medicine, Beth Israel 
Mara Tittler, Nurse Practitioner, The Institute for Family Health 
Joseph Tenenbaum, Cardiologist, New York Presbyterian Hospital 
Alisa Baer, Pediatrician, Children's Hospital of New York at Columbia University 
Leah Rothman, Family Practice, Beth Israel 
Anne  Davis, OB/GYN, Columbia University 
Christi Ray, Family Medicine, Gouverneur HHC 
Kohar  Der Simonian, Family Medicine , Institute for Family Health 
Jessica Grieves, Veterinarian, NYU School of Medicine 
Samantha Mekrut, Family Physician, Institute for Family Health 
Bryant Williams, Psychologist, Institute for Family Health 
Heather Paladine, Physician, Columbia University Medical Center 
James Zisfein, Physician/Neurologist, Lincoln Hospital 
Edward Fishkin, Physician, Woodhull Hospital 
Goldie  Alfasi‐Siffert, Psychologist, Institute for Family Health 
Maurice Preter, Neurologist and Psychiatrist 
Mary Obrien, Primary Care Internal Medicine, Columbia University Health Services 
Mahlon Stewart, PT, DPT, Physical Therapist, Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation 
Delphine Taylor, Internal Medicine, CUMC 
Steven Levine, Internist, Institute For Family Health 
Deborah  Jones, Internist, Columbia University 
Nicholas Yagoda, Medical Student, Columbia University 
Danny Neghassi, Family Medicine, Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons 
Jun Mitsumoto, Medical Student, Columbia University Medical Center 
Charles Dorato, Dentist, Private Practice 
Heather Walters, Pediatrician, NY Presbyterian Hospital Weill Cornell 
Maricela Sanchez, Resident Physician of Anesthesiology, Columbia Presbyterian Hospital 
Joel Ernst, MD, Infectious Diseases, NYU School of Medicine 
Scott Bolster, Pharmacist, EmblemHealth 
Eliza Miller, Medical Student, Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Jillian Garai, Registered Nurse  
Sarah Miller, Family Physician, Montefiore Medical Center 
Melissa Borrero, Home Visiting Family Doctor, NYC 
Alice Teich, Family Medicine, Montefiore 
Justin Sanders, family physician, Montefiore Medical Center 



Leila Hagshenas, Family Physician 
Adriel Gerard, Psychiatrist 
Lorne Watson, Psychologist, Private Practice 
Joyce Akinyooye, MD 
Luis Manriquez, MD,  University of Washington School of Medicine 
Elaine Kang, Family Practice, Institute for Urban Family Health 
Kate Harding, MD, Montefiore Medical Center 
Yael Swica, Family Physician 
David T Schwartz, Emergency Medicine, NYU and Bellevue Hospital 
Priscilla Scherer, Registered Nurse 
Destry Sulkes, Former Opthamologist 
Samara Soghoian, Emergency Medicine, NYU 
Elisabeth Frischauf, MD  
Karmen Louie, Public Health Practitioner, Columbia University Medical Center 
Lydia Pecker, Pediatrician, Montefiore  Medical Center 
Mark Pecker, Internal Medicine, Weill Cornell Medical College 
James Grigg, Physician 
Phlip Imus, Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Anna Sterne, Registered Nurse  
Saul Melman, Emergency Medicine, Long Island College Hospital 
Leslie Brooks, Physician Assistant, NYP‐Weill Cornell Emergency Department 
Amy Leuthauser, MD  
David  Rose, MS IV grad 2011, NYC Paramedic, Long Island College Hospital 
Katherine Vlasica, Emergency Medicine  
Jessica Freedman, Emergency Physician  
Aaron Scharf, Paramedic 
Zipporah Dvash, MD, Long Island College Hospital 
Russell Pearl, Emergency Medicine, Long Island College Hospital 
David Melman, Psychiatrist 
Irene Grysman, Adult Nurse Practitioner 
Amy Lazarides, Emergency Medicine Physician, Long Island College Hospital 
James Cavin , Physical Therapist, Yorkville Physical therapy 
David Goldfarb, Nephrologist, NYU/New York Harbor VAMC 
Laurie Mahoney, Emergency Physician, Long Island College Hospital 
Christopher Doty, Emergency Medicine, Kings County 
Teresa Bowen, Emergency Medicine, Kings County Hospital 
Antonia Quinn, Emergency Medicine, Kings County/SUNY Downstate 
Linda Fan, Emergency Medicine, Kings County Hospital 
Michael Falk, Emergency Medicine, King's County Hospital Center 
Peter R Peacock Jr, Emergency Medicine, Kings County Hospital Center 
Chaiya Laoteppitaks, Emergency Medicine 
D. Ross, Emergency Medicine 
Mert Erogul, Emergency Medicine, Kings County Hospital 



Jennifer Chao, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, Kings County Hospital 
Cynthia Benson, Emergency Medicine, Kings County Hospital 
Jessica Stetz, Emergency Medicine Physician, Kings County Hospital and SUNY Downstate 
Kathryn VanDamme, Physical Therapist, Hospital for Joint Diseases 
Seth Perelman, Anesthesiologist 
Amir Soumekh, Internal Medicine 
Reinaldo Austin, Emergency Medicine, Kings County Hospital Center 
Mojabeng Phoofolo, Internal Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center 
Jennifer Martin, Emergency, Kings County  
Robert Levin, Nephrology, Renal Research Institute 
Reba Miller, MD, Long Island Jewish Hospital 
MeeO Ward, Registered Nurse 
Abigail  Isolda, Ambulatory Interventional Radiology, Memorial Sloan‐Kettering 
Maggie Bradley, Orthopedic Clinical Specialist, Bradley and Monson Physical Therapy 
Jack David Marcus, Physical Therapist  
Susan Walsh, Nurse Anesthetist, UMDNJ 
Laura Selikson, Vascular Surgery, Jamaica Medical Center 
John Hollwitz, Industrial Psychology  
Angel RomanoGlass,  Registered  Nurse, Kings County Hospital Center 
Margaux Lazarin, Physician  
Stacy De‐Lin, Family Medicine, Beth Israel Medical Center 
Marika Alois, MD, Beth Israel Medical Center 

Donald Kollisch, Family Physician, Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education at The City College 
of New York 
Amy Chuang, Emergency Medicine  
Dana Schonberg, Family Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center 
Ginger Gillespie, Family Medicine, IUFH 
Elizabeth Enschede, Family Practice, Beth Israel 
Richard Goldstein, Dentist 
Paul Gusmorino, MD, Pain Management, NYU‐HJD 
Theresa Hawkins, Emergency Medicine Physician 
David Keegan, MD 
Serena Mulhern, Physician  
Adam Binder, Internal Medicine, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Colin Shepard, Internist  
Melanie  Canon, Family Practice, Jacobi Medical Center 
Laura Belland, Medical Student, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
Jean Burg, physician, North Bronx Healthcare Network 
Flora Goldston, Medical Student, Jacobi Hospital 
Henry Lodge, General Internist, Columbia University 
Rosa Fruko, Family Medicine, Jacobi Hospital 
Valentina Necaj, Family Medicine, Jacobi Hospital  

 


